The craft of urologic surgery: modern radical perineal prostatectomy.
Radical perineal prostatectomy (RPP) is the original approach used by urologists for removing the entire prostate for cancer treatment. From its original description approximately 100 years ago, it has gone through periods of increased and decreased popularity. RPP has not been performed as commonly in the United States since the late 1970s, with the introduction of the radical retropubic prostatectomy. With increased emphasis on reducing morbidity associated with radical prostatectomy by less-invasive techniques, however, more surgeons are revisiting RPP. As discussed in this article, RPP offers several advantages over the retropubic or laparoscopic approach for certain patients.